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     The Joyfu l 
Noise was well 
named.  Our 
Spring Gathering 
was a Joyful 
experience.  It 

carried out our PW purpose in 
so many ways.  The reason we 
gather and are able to speak 
and act is because we are 
forgiven and freed by God in 
Jesus Christ and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit.  Our 
commitment to nurture our 
faith through prayer was 
evident throughout the 
morning as we asked God’s 
presence and blessing: 

- with us gathered and 
going out into the 
world;  

- on our offering of 
money for life changing 
scholarships for young 
women in Guatemala 
and for the hunger 
ministries of our 
Presbytery,   

- on the offerings of our 
hands - infant caps for 
life sustaining warmth 
for children in Malawi; 

-  on those among us 

attending enriching and 
nurturing Synod and 
Churchwide Gatherings 
this summer; 

- on the women and 
ministries of our partners 
in Guatemala and India; 

and gave thanks and praise for 
those Presbyterian Women who 
this past year joined that Great 
Cloud of Witnesses that surround 
us. 

     Our commitment to nurture 
our faith through Bible study 
also permeated the morning. Dr. 
Mel Bringle’s introduction to the 
u p c o m i n g  B i b l e  S t u d y , 
Dispatches to God’s  Household 
clearly showed us where the 
second century church was.  She 
helped us see their issues and 
answers related to the Good News 
of God announced by Jesus and 
the proclamations of Paul.  With 
this foundation, we shall be able 
to apply better the messages of the 
General Epistles to our lives 
today.  Look for her outline later 
in this newsletter. 

     Our commitment to support 
the mission of the church 
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worldwide and to work for justice and peace 
were featured by the presence of our Guatamalan 
sisters (see later article), the presentation by Pam 
Snyder about the international exchange to India 
in October, and the opportunity to purchase fair 
trade products. Geetha Singh from Agra (see p. 
27 Jan/Feb Horizons) who hosted Pam and 
others will be in our Synod a week before she 
attends the Churchwide Gathering this summer. 
If it works out for her to get to Western NC, I 
shall let moderators know, so some of you can 
meet her. 

     Our presence together that Saturday was part 
of building an inclusive, caring community of 
women that strengthens the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and witnesses to the promise of 
God’s Kingdom.  The women  (men and youth) 
of First Presbyterian Church, Hickory did a 
tremendous job providing the setting for this to 
happen.  Our thanks for their gracious 
hospitality. 

     Blessing to you in the coming months for 
enrichment and engagement as well as rest and 
renewal. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Moderator’s Message (cont) 

New Directory 

Beginning in July, we shall be revising our Handbook/Directory for another year.  If you have had 
changes in your officers or expect changes before it is printed in late August, please send them as 
soon as you know to Tina Joyner, Secretary, preferably by e-mail, twjoyner@bellsouth.net .  Include 
the e-mails of all Coordinating Team  members who want to receive occasional PW Presbytery news. 
 

If your moderator does not have e-mail, PLEASE send an alternative e-mail address (secretary, 
church office, other) for reaching the moderator. 
 

New Treasurer 

At our Gathering in April we gave thanks to out-going treasurer Pat Fiol and welcomed Becky 
Lineberger.  Let your treasurer know that all funds should now be sent to Becky. 
 

Becky Lineberger 
1738 C R Jonas Hwy. 
Mt. Holly, NC  28120 
704.827.2607 
beckyl@carolina.rr.com 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Silvia Bac, Floridalma Giron, and Amanda Godoy illustrate the 

Presbyterian Women  symbol, demonstrating women engaged in 

praise, Bible study, and mission.  

Thank you to all Presbyterian Women of PWNC who worked together to enable three women from 
our sister presbyteries in Guatemala, pictured above, to visit throughout our presbytery April 17-25, 
2012.   The response from Presbyterian Women for this endeavor was nothing short of amazing.  
Women opened their homes, churches, and PW groups, and provided every detail that was needed 
including financial support (over $3,000 contributed), food, transportation, and translation.  There was 
not one thing we lacked as we prepared for this visit, thanks to your generosity, hospitality, and 
support.  
 
They Attended:  A retreat with PWNC Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team on 4/20, PW Spring 
Gathering at FPC Hickory on 4/21, and the Presbetery Meeting at Montreat on 4/24. 
 
They Visited the Following PW Related Ministries: 

Tutoring Program, Good Hope PC; Interfaith Assistance Ministry, Hendersonville; Children’s 
Preschool, Trinity PC, Hendersonville; Hendersonville Rescue Mission, Hendersonville; The Corner 
Table Soup Kitchen, Newton; Back Pack for Kids, New Vision PC, Conover; Domestic Violence 
Shelter, Lenoir; Greater Cleveland County Baptist Association, Shelby; Soup Lunch, Shelby PC; Black 
Mountain Correctional Center for Women . 

 
They Visited the Following Churches:  FPC Gastonia for Orientation with Ellen Dozier and PW 
Readers, Good Hope Presbyterian Church to visit tutoring program; Long Creek Presbyterian Church 
for church wide Wednesday night supper and study; FPC Hendersonville for PW cluster gathering and 
lunch; FPC  Newton to assist Circle #5 in making Mother’s Day cards for alternative giving Project; 
New Vision Presbyterian Church, Conover for gathering/sharing with Hispanic women; Trinity PC, 
Hendersonville to visit PW ministries; Fairview Presbyterian Church, Lenoir to visit PW ministries and 
share lunch; FPC Hickory for Spring Gathering; Sister Church Visits: Silvia - Black Mountain PC, 
Amanda - Mt. Holly PC, Floridalma – Shelby PC, FPC Gastonia for cluster gathering and 
Despedida/Farewell 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Ideas for Strengthening the Relationships among Women of Our Presbyteries: 

(Generated from the planning retreat of the PWNC PW Coordinating Team and our Guatemalan guests.) 

1. “A picture is worth a thousand words.”  Exchanging pictures regularly is a good way to connect. 

2. It would be helpful for the officers of PW of our three presbyteries to communicate with each other 
regularly. 

3. Flori shared beautifully handcrafted hair clips, cell phone bags, and purses their women make and sell to 
raise funds for their work.  Perhaps we can explore the possibility of helping sell some of these items in 
PWNC to help the Guatemalan women raise funds.    

4. We could offer women the opportunity to be penpals and exchange letters on an ongoing basis.  One 
woman in Guatemala would exchange letters with one woman in PWNC so they could get to know each 
other better, letter by letter. 

5. Communicate by email.  This would be easier for some churches in Guatemala than for others, but 
possibilities are increasing.  Translation can be a problem for women in PWNC, but translation on the 
internet can help. 

6. Facebook and Skype can help communication as women in PWNC and women in Guatemala learn how 
to use technology and gain access to computers. 

7. Visits to and from Guatemala are very important.  Perhaps we can plan another Women’s Pilgrimage. 

8. We could do a Bible study together.  Women in sister churches could study the same Bible passages for 
a short time and then exchange thoughts.  Perhaps next year’s PW Bible study on families would be a good 
topic to share. 

9. Have a shared prayer.  There could be a written prayer that women of our 3 presbyteries could pray at 
every circle meeting as a way of remembering each other.  This is a good way for women from churches 
that do not have sister churches to be involved in the partnership. 

10. We could all memorize the same verse, perhaps a verse from our study next year. 

11. The women of PWNC could learn a song in Spanish and sing it at each circle meeting. 

12.  Make prayer bracelets, as were made at the retreat, to remember one another in prayer. 

 

This list is only a beginning of the possibilities; there are many others.  We will begin work on those ideas 
of most interest to the three presbyteries.  We are excited about the possibilities for developing closer 
relationships and working together in the future. 

 
We are grateful for our partnership and for the ways we saw God at work through this visit.  We learned a 
great deal from Amanda, Silvia and Flori about the lives of women in Guatemala and the work of their 
Presbyterian Women.  Many ideas were shared for ways we can connect and work together in the future.  
We look forward to what lies ahead as we seek to follow Christ together, mutually encouraging one 
another in faith.  

(Continued from page 3) 
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 Dispatches to the Household of God  
Key Questions from the General Epistles  

Mary Louise Bringle for Presbyterian Women (April 2012)  
Expectations of the End  

And Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they 
see the kingdom of God come with power." (Mk 9:1; Mt 16:28)  

"For the Lord himself shall descend . . . and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds.” (1 Thess 4:16-17)  
“You must understand that . . . scoffers . . . will say, ‘Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our 
ancestors died, everything goes on as it has . . .’” (II Pet 3:3-4)  
"with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day" (3:8)  
God is not slow, but is patient, giving time for more people to repent (3:9)  
the "day of the Lord" will come suddenly, unexpectedly (3:10a)  
 

Proliferation of Teachings  

But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They 
will secretly introduce destructive heresies . . . (II Pet 2:1)  

Libertinism  

1 Peter 2:16 “Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s 
slaves.”  

Docetism  

The Gnostic Jesus speaking: "For my death, which they think happened, (happened) to them in their error 
and blindness . . . It was another, Simon, who bore the cross on his shoulder. It was another upon Whom 
they placed the crown of thorns . . . And I was laughing at their ignorance."  

I Peter 4:1 “Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude”  

I John 4:1 “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God . . .”  

Marcionism  

The “New” Testament is a complete change from the “Old,” which is the story of a lesser god and not 
part of our salvation history  

Jude 4 “Certain individuals . . . have secretly slipped in among you. They are ungodly people, who 
pervert the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and 
Lord. 5 Though you already know all this, I want to remind you that the Lord at one time delivered his 
people out of Egypt . . .”  

(Continued on page 6) 



 

Response to Slander: Social Conservatism  
Live lives above reproach.  
1 Peter 2:12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they 
may see your good deeds and glorify God . . .  
 

Practice  “Custody of the Tongue”  
The tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small 
fire! And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the 
whole body, sets on fire the whole cycle of nature (James 3:5-6)  
 

Submit to Worldly Authority  
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the supreme 
authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those 
who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish 
people. . . . (1 Peter 2:13-15)  
 

Observe the Accustomed Social Hierarchies  
 *Slaves to Masters (1 Peter 2:18)  
 *Wives to Husbands(1 Peter 3:1-4)  
 *Youth to Elders (1 Peter 5)  
 

Yet also, Social Subversion  

Practice MUTUAL submission:  

 *Husbands to wives (1 Peter 3:7)  
 *Elders to youth (1 Peter 5:1-3)  
 *Fathers patterned after the “Fatherhood” of God  
 

Rejoice in SUFFERING  

Demonstrate the “family resemblance” of LOVE IN ACTION  
If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the 
love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth. (I John 3:17-18)  

Enviado Soy de Dios / 
The Lord Now Sends Us 

Forth  
The Lord now sends us forth  
with hands to serve and give  
to make of all the earth  
a better place to live.  
 

(Continued from page 5) 

Anonymous Central American text 
and tune  

Trans. Gerhard M. Cartford  

© Augsburg, reprinted by permission  

under OneLicense.net #A-716158  

The angels are not sent  
into our world of pain  
to do what we were meant  
to do in Jesus’ name.  
That falls to you and me  
and all who are made free.  
Help us, O Lord, we pray  
to do your will today!  
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From Gail Findlay, Facilitator 

 

Greetings to all my Presbyterian Women sisters 
in WNC! My church held our Birthday Offering 
yesterday and as we were sharing a delicious 
potluck salad lunch and the easy fellowship that 
we women enjoy, I had what I hope you will 
think is a good idea! Wouldn’t it be interesting 
to hear how Birthday and Thank Offerings are 
held in other churches in our Presbytery so we 
can share ideas to have even more successful 
events in the future? Or perhaps, if your church’s 
PW has been unable to participate in these spe-
cial offerings, we will learn how another church 
PW has been successful in spite of similar obsta-
cles.   

 

What I’m suggesting is this: if your PW has been 
able to hold these offerings in the past year, 
please write a brief report describing the pro-
grams, what was fun and inspirational about the 

event or anything else that you’d like to share.  I 
will compile what I receive and share in the next 
issue of "Joyful Noise".   

 

Send to me at:  

My email: gfindlay70@gmail.com  

Or:  Gail Findlay, 157 Qualla Hills Rd, Whittier 
28798.  

 

After all: What’s old to you may be new to oth-
ers. And - it’s what you learn after you know it 
all that counts. Or – my favorite: everything has 
been thought of before, but the problem is to 
think of it again! 

 

I look forward to getting lots of exciting emails 
from all over our Presbytery.  Thank you for 
your help. 

Wanted: Field testers for 2014–2015 Horizons Bible study! 

• Does your church school class or PW group enjoy time spent in God’s word? • Are you already 
getting excited about the 2014–2015   Horizons Bible study on 2 Corinthians? • Are you interested in 
providing feedback to author Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty, as she creates the study? Now is your chance! 
We are looking for field testers. As field testers, your PW group will read the first draft of the study, 
then record your thoughts, reactions and suggestions on evaluation forms. PW staff and the Bible 
study author rely on those evaluations to make the study as useful to PW as possible. Field testing 
will take place between August and December 2012, so apply today! Applications are available 
online, http://horizons.pcusa.org/bibleupcome.htm, or  contact Betsy Ensign-George at 888/728-
7228, ext. 5366, betsy.ensign-george@pcusa.org. 
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“Thankful for your  

partnership in the Gospel” 

Philippians 1:5 

     Here is an update on the Boarding House for 
Girls  in Moramanga, Madagascar, being built 
by the Women of our partner church there with 
the help of a PW Thank Offering grant:  Shortly 
after the letter from Mission coworker Doug 
Tilton appeared in our February Joyful Noise, 
the island country was hit severely by a cyclone. 
Dr. Tilton visited the island again at Easter and 
reports: Although 30 churches in the area and 
the Church primary and secondary schools 

suffered severe damage in the February cyclone, 
I am pleased to say that Gazela, the boarding 
home for female students, did not suffer 
significant damage.  It looked as if the ground 
floor had been flooded -- the floor tiles were still 
covered with a fine coating of mud -- but the 
roof and walls were intact. Workers were busy 
completing the interior walls and fixtures.  They 
are hoping to dedicate the building in July or 
August so that they can have the first intake of 
girls when school starts in September. 

Thank you Presbyterian Women for helping 
make this possible. 

 

A silent auction will be held at the 2012 
Churchwide Gathering, with all proceeds 
benefiting the PW Mission Pledge, Birthday 
Offering or Thank Offering. Even if you’re not 
attending, you (or your PW group) can donate 
items, and select which of the three giving 
opportunities your donation should benefit. 
Circles, congregations, presbyteries and/or 
synods can donate new items (nothing used, 
please) for the auction. 
     Items should have a minimum value of $50. 
Smaller items with a combined total value of 
$50 can be grouped. Crafts and artisan items are 
welcome. Items should be small and light 
enough to fit in suitcases. If not, the donating 
group is responsible for shipping costs. To 
arrange for your item to be included in the 
auction, submit the form that is available at 

www.presbyterian women.org/gathering by June 
15, 2012. 
     The auction will open at 10 AM on July 18 
and close on July 20 at 7 PM. Items may be 
picked up on July 21 between 1:30 PM and 4 
PM. Bid sheets will be  available for each item. 
A minimum bid amount will be set, and bidders 
must bid this amount to start the bidding. 
Bidding continues in minimum increments as set 
for each item (e.g., $5). The person with the 
highest bid at the end of the auction will receive 
the item. Winning bidders are responsible for 
getting the item to its final destination, whether 
carrying or shipping. Learn more about the silent 
auction at www.presbyterianwomen.org/ 
gathering or contact Jen Lenard-Benson, 
jen.lenard-benson@pcusa.org or 888/728-7228, 
ext. 5308. 
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Search:  There are still a few positions we need to fill.   If you are aware of someone who might fit 
these descriptions, please contact Suzanne Barrett.  

 

1. Representative to Synod Gathering Team from Western NC as Assistant Coordinator of Ar-
rangements for 2013 to become Coordinator for 2014.  The first meeting would be August 2012 to 
begin planning for the 2013 Gathering.  

Qualifications: Ability to organize and work with details; knowledge of contracts and agreement pro-
cedures; good business and communication skills; is artistic and creative. 

Responsibilities:   

a. Works with the facility representative to procure rooms for the Gathering participants and for the 
workshops as well as the auditorium and areas for any special activities and meals. 

b. Working closely with the Registration Coordinator, assigns workshops to rooms. 

c. Procures all needed equiptment for workshops, other activities and general sessions (including 
stage sets, all decoration, and/or floral needs), working closely with the facility representative. 

d. Prepares, places, and removes all signage. 

e. With the Hospitality Coordinator, makes arrangements with the facility for any special needs, such 
as vans for travel to and from various locations. 

Assistant Arrangements Coordinator: Works with the Arrangements Coordinator to fulfill the above 
responsibilities that shall help prepare her for that role the following year. 

 

2. Search Moderator for PW,  Presbytery of WNC: Selects members of Search Committee, calls 
and presides at meetings.  Presents names of women called to leadership positions in PW in the Pres-
bytery for election at the Annual Gathering. Member of Coordinating Team. The Search committee 
shall consist of from five to seven women who represent the geographical and ethnic diversity of the 
Presbytery.  Term: two years. 

 

3. Cluster Leaders for Cluster 5, 6, 8, 12. Serve as liaison between PW in Congregation and PW in 
the Presbytery for about 10 churches. She shall communicate in a variety of ways to keep congrega-
tions informed of events, reports due at Presbytery, Synod and Churchwide levels. She shall offer 
support and encouragement and bring congregational concerns, ideas, and suggestions to the Presby-
tery Coordinating Team. Member of Presbytery Coordinating Team. 
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Don’t forget to mark September 22nd to attend the 
Fall Gathering at Waynesville, First. The ladies are 
small in number but mighty and are excited to host 
the western part of WNC Presbytery. 

On October 6th,  ladies living at the eastern end of 
WNC Presbytery will be hosted by Gastonia. They  
are looking forward to the opportunity of 
welcoming us. We’re working on finalizing the 
workshops. But, let me tell you what is set so far. 
Hopefully you will be as excited as I am. 

Rev. Margie Boyd, Cullowhee Presbyterian 
Church will be our Bible Leader in Waynesville. 
Her interests range from resourcing Sunday School 
classes to other small group experiences for 
spiritual growth and fellowship. Margie received an 
M.Div. from Columbia Seminary in Atlanta, Ga., 
and an M.A. from Presbyterian School of Christian 
Education in Richmond,VA. She has served for 
several years as a committee assistant at the 
General Assembly of the PCUSA. 

 

Leadership workshop will be conducted by  
Barbara McLean, Moderator-Elect and current 
Moderator at Grace Covenant in Asheville. Barbara 
has also served at Churchwide. Barbara tells me 
she has a ton of information to share with you. She 
will be at Waynesville and Gastonia. 

De-Stress; De-Clutter led by CLP Paula Bass. 
Paula has had years of experience as a Certified 
Personality Trainer. Her wit and wisdom have been 

enjoyed by both men and women alike in large or 
small groups. Whether at a women’s retreat, 
training session or workshop, Paula always brings 
thought proving insights. She communicates with 
warmth and understanding. Paula will be at 
Waynesville and Gastonia. 

SOME OF THE PLACES PAULA’S BEEN : 

Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering - Virginia 
Beach and Williamsburg, VA 

Presbyterian Women Summer Gathering - 
Massanetta Springs, VA 

Ladies Winter Get-Away - Second Presbyterian 
Church, Norfolk, VA 

Church Women United Spring Ladies Day - 
Portsmouth, VA 

Sr. Nursing Staff - Camp Pendleton, CA 

New Jersey Family Policy Council - Physicians 
Resource, Princeton, New Jersey 

As stated, we are working to round out our 
program..... soooo, watch the “Joyful Noise” for 

updates. BE SURE TO MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 22ND AND/
OR OCTOBER 6TH! 

Ginny Gernoske 

PPW Cluster Leader Coordinator 

Unto These Hills—USA Mission Experience 2013 

“Unto These Hills” is the theme for the 2013 USA Mission Experience, June 18–26, 2013. The focus 
will be on Appalachia. Participants will learn about the realities of life in Appalachia and visit church-
related and sponsored ministries that respond to the needs of the people living in Eastern Tennessee 
and Western North Carolina. Applications are online at   www.presbyterianwomen.org/
missionmatters.  
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Delegates from Western North Carolina to the Churchwide Gathering 

Call on these women to share their experiences after July. 
 

Jane Lee Vondette, Grace Covenant; Connie Schimpf, Black Mountain; Karol Pittman, Calvary; 
Sharon Meares, Hickory; Barbara McLean*, Grace Covenant; Tina Joyner, Calvary; Chris Gantt, 
Hickory; Ginny Gernoske*, Trinity; Marty Espy, Hickory; Patricia Clark, Morganton; Suzanne 
Barrett*; Brevard. 

* Voting Representatives 
 

Presbytery’s Resource Center is up and running.  Visit at the Presbytery office in Morganton or go 
on line at www.presbyterywnc.org .  They are preparing to move to Montreat Conference Center in the 
near future.   
 

Summer Conference Opportunities 
Caught in the Currents: Where is God When Waters Rise?  Presenters include 
Nancy Benson-Nocol, author of the 2012-13 Horizons Bible Study Check out details at: 
http://www.montreat.org/current/2012-womens-connection 
 

PW Synod Summer Gathering: Be Built into a Spiritual House   June 8-10, 2012 Massanetta 
Springs Conference Center, Harrisonburg, VA.  Featuring Nancy Benson-Nicol, author of 2012-13 
Horizons Bible Study, Dispatches to God’s Household.  http://
www.midatlanticsynodpwsummergathering2011.webs.com/ 

 

Plan to attend the 2012 Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women,  July 18-22, 2012 at The 
Gaylord Palms in Orlando, Florida.  The theme is River of Hope.  
 Visit www.presbyterianwomen.org/gathering.  

 

Pray for: 

Malawi Mission Trip : May 21-June 6. They will be renewing friendships developed on previous trips 
and meeting new people as they do maintenance work at Nkhoma Hospital and Ebenezer School and 
on housing for medical personnel. They will take the many baby caps you made. 

 

Guatamala Mission Trip: June 1-7 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Dates and Deadlines 

May 29-Jun 1, 2012 Women’s Connection, Montreat, NC 

 

Jun 8-10,2012  Synod Gathering, Massanetta Springs 

 

Jul 18-22, 2012  Churchwide Gathering, Orlando, FL 

 

Sept 22, 2012  Fall Gathering, First Presbyterian Church, Waynesville 

 

Oct 6, 2012   Fall Gathering, First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia 

 

News for Presbyterian Women News for Presbyterian Women News for Presbyterian Women News for Presbyterian Women    

of Western North Carolina of Western North Carolina of Western North Carolina of Western North Carolina    

Editor: Jane Lee Vondette    

31 Lancelot Lane 

Asheville, NC 28806 


